Christmas: Early indications are 
that shoppers will buy about as 
much as in record-breaking °48. 
Will pay for this merchandise, on 
average, perhaps 3% less. Thus 
dollar volume will be a little off. 
Buying somewhat retarded in steel 
and coal regions. Demand general- 
ly for luxury items is breaking no 
records. Sluggishness due, in part 
at least, to heavy excise tax. Added 
reason why this burden probably 
will be lightened next yr. 

Coal: Business press is now say- 
ing what we pointed out some wks 
ago: Production potential exceeds 
demand. All miners can’t be kept 
busy on 5-day wk. For their own 
best interests substantial number 
should get into other work, but 
pay is tempting and mining is all 
they know .. . In long pull, Lewis 
probably will win over operators 
in present stalemate. Mining, a 
chronically unprofitable operation. 
can’t stand 3-day wk. 

Housing: Administration plans 
FHA ban on racially-restricted 
housing. This is another step in 
TRUMAN Civil rights program. While 
it may appear to be sound politics, 
practical effect is nil. Negroes are 
now gradually moving into sections 
once reserved for whites. But these 
are older residential areas with 
little new bldg. Regardless of FHA 
stipulations, local sentiment (and 
reverent regard for real estate 
values) will, for the present, keep 
colored population out of more 
desirable communities. 
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MAY WE gue YOU ON THAT? 


Eric JOHNSTON, pres, Motion Pic- 
ture Ass’n of America: “Just as 
the pendulum swung too far to- 
ward rugged individualism at the 
turn of the century, I fear now it 
is swinging too far in the opposite 
direction—toward a passion of in- 
dividual security.” 1-Q 

Mao TzE-Tunc, Chinese Commu- 
nist leader: “China cannot sit on 
the fence. A 3rd road is an illusion. 
Without exception a nation either 
leans to imperialism or to social- 
ism. Neutrality is camouflage.” 2-Q 


“ ” 


J M DAwLey, Washington state 
Republican chmn: “Too many Re- 
publicans are sourpusses. We should 
have a charm school for them. 
Democrat office-holders are real 
smoothies and butter-uppers.” 3-Q 


“ ” 


Gen Dwicut D_ EISENHOWER, 
pres, Columbia.Univ: “The defini- 
tion of a Liberal has become a 
man in Washington who wants to 
play the role of the Almighty with 
our money.” 4-Q 

Davip CRYSTAL, exec. director, 
Jewish Social Service Bureau, Ro- 
chester, N Y: “I wonder whether 
the .pursuit of happiness hasn’t 
become a frantic flight from re- 
ality.” 5-Q 


Wm GREEN, pres, AFofL: “The 
(U S) reactionary press charges us 
with trying to change America 
into a welfare state. I say we'd 
rather have it as a welfare state 
than a Wall St state.” 6-Q 


Dr VANNEVAR BusH, head of Car- 
negie Inst: “A people bent on a 
soft security, surrendering their 


birthright of individual self-reli- 
ance for favors, voting themselves 
into Eden from a supposedly in- 
exhaustible public purse, support- 
ing everyone by soaking a fast 
disappearing rich, scrambling for 
subsidy, learning the arts of po- 
litical log-rolling and forgetting 
the rugged virtues of the pioneer, 
will not measure up to competi- 
tion with a tough dictatorship.” 7-Q 


CuHas Sawyer, Sec’y of Com- 
merce: “There is no doubt about the 
need for relief of the small busi- 
ness man if he is to survive.” 8-Q 


6 ” 

Field Marshal Viscount MOonNT- 
GOMERY: “Communism is a reli- 
gion and is anti-Christian, retro- 
grade and immoral. As a Christian 
soldier I declare myself an enemy 
of Communism and all it stands 
for.” 9-Q 

“se ”? 


WALTER REUTHER, CIO leader: 
“The same men who put Hitler 
into power and furnished money 
for the Nazi party are back in 
power in Germany.” 10-Q 


Lt Gen WALTER BEDELL SMITH, 
former ambassador to Russia: “The 
antidote to fear is united strength, 
clearly and openly displayed.” 11-Q 
















E WHO NEVER QUOTES, 


IS NEVER QUOTED” 
Charles Haddon Spurgeon 


ANGER—1 
A fit of anger or fear or jeal- 


ousy or envy can change, in a 
twinkling, the best steak or chop 
into a poisonous mess in one’s 
stomach. To eat a meal in the 
presence of a person one hates is 
to get little nourishment from the 
finest banquet. A crust of bread 
and cold water with love is more 
potent as a nourisher and giver of 
pleasure than the best Stork Club 
dinner with Sherman Billingsley’s 
best champagne.—Wright Line, hm, 
Wright & Co. 


ARGUMENT—2 

An argument is a question with 
2 sides and no end.—Seng 
Fellowship News, hm, Seng Co. 


AVIATION—3 

Airline officials are happy over 
those explorers who went up Mt 
Ararat to look for the Ark. It’s 
the list case they’ve heard of in 
which a search party was combing 
@ mountain for a boat wreck.— 
Ep Svu.tiivan, Aviation Wk. 


BEHAVIOR—4 

Too many people talk on princi- 
ples and act on interest—Archbi- 
shop Downey, Irish Digest. (Eire) 


BUSINESS—5 

Rep Emanuel Celler, of N Y, 
recently gave his opinion on big- 
ness in business. “We can’t have 
these great corp’ns crowding com- 
petition off the sidewalks,” he 
said. “It’s like an elephant saying 


‘Everyone for himself,’ as he 
dances among the _ chickens.”— 
Newsweek. 


Retail merchants who are shar- 
ing in $5 billions of Christmas 
business will tell you emphatically 
that there is a Santa Claus.— 
GEO WASHBURN, 


CHILDREN—6 

I’m uncertain which baffles a 
child more, and threatens future 
complexes: a Christmas toy he 
can break in 24 hrs, or a toy that 
defies his most heroic attempts 
to destroy it—HaRLAN MILLER, La- 
dies’ Home Jnl. 


CHRISTMAS—7 

What a blessing Christmas is! 
What it does for friendship! Why, 
if there were no Christmas, as 
Channing Pollock put it, we’d have 
to invent one, for it is the 1 season 
of the yr when we can lay aside 
all gnawing worry, indulge in 
sentiment without censure, assume 
the carefree faith of childhood, 
and just plain “have fun.” Wheth- 
er they call it Yuletide, Noel, 
Weihnachten, or Christmas, people 
around the earth thirst for its re- 
freshment as the desert traveller 
for the oasis—D D Monroe, Ro- 
tarian 


CHRISTMAS—8 

I sometimes think we expect too 
much of Christmas Day. We try 
to crowd into it the long arrears 
of kindliness and humanity of the 
whole yr.—Davip GRAYSON. 


CHRISTMAS—9 

The family, the story, the carol 
and the gift. These 4 when di- 
vested of their present secularistic 
trappings give us the pure Chris- 
tian element of Christmas. I do 


believe that quite a case can be 
made for a thoroughly enjoyable 
Christmas with every whit as 
much spirit and color using only 
these 4 ingredients—Joun D Tare, 
“For a Christian Christmas,” Chris- 
tian Century, 11-23-’49. 


CHRISTMAS—Date—10 

The antiquarians have disputed 
much and long about whether the 
event which Christmas commem- 
orates' can have taken place late 
in' the mo we call Dec. We have 
been told that this is the very 
height of the rainy season in 
Palestine, when it would be most 
unlikely to find either flocks or 
shepherds at night in the fields 
near Bethlehem. But it makes no 
difference to the solemn -suggestive- 
ness of the season whether the 
exact date is right or wrong.—Dr 
H lL Srewart, “The Meaning of 
Christmas,” Natl Home Monthly 
(Canada), 12-49. 


Christmas is not a date. It is a 
state of mind.—Mary ELLEN CHASE. 


CRITICISM—11 

Impersonal criticism, if there can 
be such a thing, is like an im- 
personal fist fight or an imperson- 
al marriage, and as_ successful.— 
GEO JEAN NATHAN, Theatre Book of 
the Yr: ’48-’49. (Knopf) 


CULTURE—12 

Culture is “to know the best that 
has been said and thought in the 
world.”—MATTHEW ARNOLD,* Eng- 
lish poet. 


DISAPPOINTMENT—13 

Someone asked John Barrymore 
the greatest disappointment of his 
life. He said: “I was taken to the 
circus when I was 6. I came home 
completely crushed because I hadn’t 
been born a freak.”—ERSKINE JOHN- 
son, Photoplay. 


DISCRIMINATION—14 
Communism levels all men down 
to the anonymity of list names; 
democracy raises all up to the 
dignity of mister; white suprema- 


MAXWELL Droxe, Publisher 
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cy says, “You call me mister and 
I'll call you boy.”—LILL1an SMITH, 
Killers of the Dream. (Norton) 


EDUCATION—15 

Education means the release of 
the natural dispositions and ca- 
pacities in men for independent 
development. — RuDOLF ROCKER, 
Nationalism & Culture. (Rocker) 


EXPERIENCE—16 
Experience may be the _ best 
teacher, but none of her pupils 
bring her apples——Cave City (Ky) 
Progress. 
| Christmas Prayer | 
| Let Christmas not become a | 
thing | 
| Merely of merchant’s trafficking, | 
Of tinsel, bell and holly wreath | 
And surface pleasure, but be- | 
neath | 
The childish glamour, let us | 
find | 
Nourishment for soul and mind. | 
Let us follow kinder ways | 
Thru our teeming human maze, | 
And help the age of peace to | 
come | 
| From a Dreamers martyrdom. | 
| —MADELINE Morse, Dairyman’s | 
| League News. 17 


FUTURE—Prediction—18 

Prof Sumner H Slichter, noted 
Harvard economist, predicts that 
by ’80 the U S will have a popula- 
tion of 175 million, a working force 
of 72.5 million, an output of goods 
and services amounting to $416 
billion, and a 30-hr work wk.— 
American Farm Bureau Fed News 
Letter. 


GIFTS—Giving—19 

By the money test, 99% of the 
income of the American people is 
spent on other things than for 
God and humanity. The Dep’t of 
Commerce reports that the income 
of America is $224 billion and that 
Americans give to the churches 
and to charity only $2.224 billion. 
—Southwide Baptist Digest. 


GOV’T—Employment—20 

Statistics show that about 1 out 
of every 20 persons in the U S 
is on the public payroll. In Britain 
the comparable ratio is 1 person 
in 10.—Baltimore Sun. 


HAPPINESS—21 

Heaven is not a mythical place; 
it can be found right down in the 
heart of the man who has found 
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the work he loves and the woman 
he loves.——HELEN ROWLAND, Wom- 
an’s Home Companion. 


HISTORY—22 

In the yr 1809 Napoleon’s Aus- 
trian war seemed to hold the clue 
to the destiny of Europe and the 
world. But in the cradles of the 
world the future was being made. 
In that 1 yr Wm Gladstone was 
born at Liverpool, Alfred Tenny- 
son at Somersby Rectory, Oliver 
Wendell Holmes in Massachusetts, 
Chas Darwin at Shrewsbury, Ab- 
raham Lincoln in Ky, Felix Men- 
delssohn at Hamburg, Sam’l Mor- 
ley at Homerton, Edw Fitzgerald 
in Woodbridge, and Frances Camp- 
bell in London. So also long before, 
while the world watched its Herods 
and Caesars, God and all the fu- 
ture were cradled in a manger at 
Bethlehem. — WALTER L MoOonre, 
Christian Herald. 


HUMAN NATURE—23 

If a friend found you playing 
with a model engine in Feb he 
might question your sanity. But let 
him discover you so engaged in 
Dec, and he will merely conclude 
that you are testing the working 
qualities of the locomotive before 
presenting it to your nephew at 
Christmas.—GILBER1 'THOMAS. 


LABOR—Unions—24 

Within past 6 mo’s more than 
200,000 workmen have joined the 
ranks of organized labor . . . now 
71 affiliated nat’l and internat’l 
bodies, constituting more than 12,- 
000 local unions with an aggregate 
mbrship of many millions.—Ameri- 
can Federationist. 


LIFE—25 

The early Puritans felt that 
people who enjoyed color also en- 
joyed life to too great an extent. 
Paint also was frowned upon. 

In 1630 a clergyman of Charles- 
town, Mass, was called before the 
city council, charged with the seri- 
ous crime of painting his house.— 
Omaha World-Herald. 


LOGIC—26 

The logic of facts is stronger 
than any other logic—Joser Sra- 
LIN,* Russian premier. 


LOVE—27 

Love is like a mushroom. You 
never know whether it’s the real 
thing until it’s too late—Times 
of: Brazil. (Sao Paulo) 





MAN—28 

Whatever is right or wrong in 
our world is exactly what is right 
or wrong in the individual human 
heart.—MarRGARET LECKIE, pres, W 
Va Education Ass’n, NEA Jnl. 














deter- 


A wealthy New Yorker, 
mined to build an elaborate rustic 
retreat in the Blue Ridge mountains, 
turned-his plans over to a local 
contractor. Next day that worthy 


approached in deep _ perplexity. 
“These here blueprints,” he de- 
clared, “is all wrong.” The New 


Yorker repl’d that the plans had 
been drawn by an eminent archi- 
tect; what, he inqg’d, was wrong 
with them. “Well, Mister,” drawled 
the mountaineer, “if I follow these 
here prints yer goin’ t’ have yerse’f 
a house with two bathrooms!” 

We may enjoy a laugh at that 
provincial point of view, but less 
than a century ago a house with 
even one bathroom was... 

Well, let’s turn back to Dec 20, 
1842. On that evening, 107 yrs ago, 
ApaM THOMPSON, a Cincinnati grain 
dealer, gave a party, the like of 
which had never been seen before. 
The occasion was to inaugurate 
the lst bathtub in America*—a 
monstrous affair made of mahog- 
any and lined with sheet metal. 
The tub measured 7 ft long, 4 
ft wide, and weighed almost as 
much as a modern automobile. 

THompson invited his guests to 
try out the new-fangled contrap- 
tion. Several did. The story made 
newspaper headlines all over the 
country, and created quite a scan- 
dal. Soon doctors and politicians 
joined forces to prohibit bathtubs 
in the home. The state of Va laid 
a tax of $30 on each tub; many 
cities raised water rates to bathtub 
owners. Philadelphia seriously pon- 
dered a bill to prohibit bathing 
from Nov 1 to Mar 15. Boston did 
actually ban all bathing—except 
for medicinal purposes — for a 
period of 17 yrs. 
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A Christmas Hymn 


RICHARD WATSON GILDER 
Tell me what is this innumerable 
throng 
Singing in the heavens a 
angelic song? 
These are they who come with 
swift and shining feet 
From round about the throne of 
God the Lord of Light to greet. 


O, who are these that hasten be- 
neath the starry sky, 
As if with joyful tidings that thru 
the world shall fly? 
The faithful shepherds these, 
who greatly were afeared 
When, as they watched their 
flocks by night, the heavenly 
host appeared. 


loud 


Who are these that follow across 
the hills of night 

A star that westward hurries along 
the fields of light? 

Three wise men from the east 

who myrrh and treasure bring 

To lay them at the feet of him 

their Lord and Christ and King. 


What babe new-born is this that 
in a manger cries? 
Near on her bed of pain his happy 
mother lies? 
O, see! the air is shaken with 
white and heavenly wings— 
This is the Lord of all the earth, 
this is the King of Kings. 


Tell me, how may I join in this 
holy feast 
With all the kneeling world, and I 
of all the least? 
Fear not, O faithful heart, but 
bring what most is meet: 
Bring love alone, true love alone, 
and lay it at his feet. 
—Poems of Richard Watson Gilder. 
(Houghton Mifflin) 
MATURITY—29 
Says Johns Hopkins’ Dr White- 
horn, “Our modern culture stresses 
adolescent values—competitiveness, 
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the striving for prestige symbols. 
The idea of a man spending his 
life trying to best out the other 
fellow is hardly grown up.” 

“The grown-up man has his pres- 
tige and security within him,” says 
Detroit’s Dr Bartemeier. “He doesn’t 
have to make a million dollars. He 
doesn’t need the biggest car. His 
joy comes from being a person, a 
fully realized human being. He 
participates in his community, feels 
a kinship with all the people in it. 
He can mix his play with his 
work. There is nothing eating 
him up inside.”"—Howarp WuirT- 
MAN, Collier’s. 


| “That Holy Thing’ | 
| They were all looking for a | 
| king to slay their foes and lift | 
| them high. Thou cam’st, a little | 
| baby thing that made a woman 
l 


cry . . —GEO MACDONALD. 30 
MORALE—31 
“Morale is odd,” says Bill 


Vaughan in the Kansas City Star. 
“To keep it among gen’ls and 
adm’s requires billions in appropri- 
ations, while for the enlisted per- 
sonnel it can be maintained by a 
pingpong table and a few back 


copies of Esquire.” — Springfield 
Republican. 
OPINION—32 

Difference of opinion is the very 
dynamo of progress. — American 
Freeman. 


ORIGIN—Bank “teller”—33 

Why is a bank teller called a 
teller? Because “teller” is a cor- 
ruption of “tallier,” meaning a 
tally-man. The duty of the tally- 
man was to compare the tallies, 
receive money, give receipts and 
pay what was due—Irish Wkly 
Independent. 


PEACE—34 

The greatest pipes of peace are 
factory whistles—Parts Pups, hm, 
Genuine Parts Co. 


POLITICS—35 

The frequently heard statement 
that nobody believes in miracles 
these days is in error. Millions 
of people not. only believe in mira- 
cles, but they expect the candi- 
dates they vote into office to put 
them into effect as promised.— 
Cincinnati Enquirer. 


PREACHERS—Preaching—36 

A young clergyman who was to 
deliver his lst sermon came to 
British Prime Min Disraeli* for 
some pointers on public speaking. 
“It’s not so much what you say 
that counts,” cautioned Disraeli. 
“It’s how long it takes you to 


say it. If your sermon lasts an hr;. 


you will never be heard of again. 
If it lasts 30 min’s, your parsonage 
will snore. If it lasts 15 min’s, you 
may eventually become a success. 
But if you preach for 5 min’s only, 
you -will be a bishop in 3 yrs.”— 
St Louis Post-Dispatch. 


PRIDE—37 

The proudest man walking down 
5th ave can be humbled by a 
mere puff of wind snatching his 
hat off his head—Decorah (Ia) 
Public Opinion, 


PSYCHOLOG Y—38 

One afternoon the noted clergy- 
man, Dwight L Moody,* was out 
walking with a wealthy acquaint- 
ance whom Moody hoped to in- 
terest in a certain cherished church 
project. 

Presently they came to a beau- 
tiful wooded elevation which the 
clergyman referred to as “Tempta- 
tion Point.” 

The capitalist remarked that he 
had never heard the spot called by 
that name before. 

“Neither have I,” repl’d the Rev 
Mr Moody. 


“How did you hit on the name?” ’ 


he was asked. 

“Oh,” said Moody, “I thought 
that some day someone might be 
tempted to erect a chapel for us 
at that point.” 

The chapel was erected.—Cap- 
per’s Wkly. 


RECREATION—39 

Recreation is not a secondary 
consideration for a democracy. It 
is a primary concern, for the kind 
of recreation a people make for 
themselves determines the kind of 
people they become and the kind 
of society they build—Harry A 
OVERSTREET, author, quoted in Forbes. 


RELIGION—40 

A near-hit bolt of lightning can 
create more Christian thinking 
than a long-winded sermon.— 
DUANE DEWEL, Algona (Ia) Advance. 


SAFETY—Safe Driving—41 
They say that the reason more 
people are killed in auto acci- 
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dents than in train wrecks is be- 
cause of the fact that the engineer 
never tries to hug the fireman.— 
Bells (Tenn) Sentinel. 


SERMON—Application—42 

Said the lady, shaking hands 
with the preacher after the service: 
“Wonderful sermon! Everything 
you said applies to somebody or 
other I know.”—Catholic Fireside. 


SEXES—43 

Only a woman can cure a man 
of the wounds he has rec’d from 
another woman. From which might 
be deduced that the remedy is 


worse than the _ illness—Mundo 
Argentino, Argentina. — (QUOTE 
translation) 

SOCIALISM—44 


A British woman said to me: 
“This nationalization is a very 
queer thing. The more you own, 
it seems the less you have. We 
own now the bank of England in 
Britain, but I am no better off. 
We own the coal mines, but I have 
less coal. We own the railroads, 
but I can’t get a train for my 
holiday. This is socialism. The 
more we own, apparently, the less 
we get.”—Sir Wm Y Dar ine, Scot- 
tish businessman, mbr British Par- 
liament, in address before 80th 
Congress, Congressional Record. 

‘Socialism: 
mation. — 


conception to cre- 
HARVEY CAMPBELL, De- 


troiter, hm, Detroit Bd of Com- 


merce. 


He who gives a child a treat | 


| 
Makes joybells ring on heaven’s | 
st; | 
He who gives a child a home _ | 
j Builds palaces in Kingdom | 
Come; | 
j And she who gives a child its | 
| birth | 
| Brings Saviour Christ again to | 
| earth. | 
| —JOHN MASEFIELD, English - | 
| “The Everlasting Mercy.” “| 


SPEECH—Speaking—46 

Speech making is the art of 
making deep noises from the chest 
sound like important messages 
from the brain. — Kay INGRAM, 
Country Gentleman. 


THOUGHT—47 

If we are not responsible for 
the thoughts that pass our doors, 
we are, at least, responsible for 
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those which we admit and enter- 
tain—CuHas B Newcoms, Christian 
Observer. 


TRUTH—Reality—48 

Truth is. not necessarily close to 
reality. One can be essentially 
true without being in the least 
realistic. — JEAN CocTEau, France 
Amerique. 


UNITY—49 

A typical fable by the noted 
Russian fabulist Ivan Andreyevich 
Krylov is that of the Swan, the 
Crayfish, and the Pike. When they 
wanted to pull a cart together and 
harnessed themselves to it, it was 
no good. The Swan tried to fly, 
the Crayfish to crawl, and the 
Pike to swim. Moral: You must 
pull the same way or the cart 
won’t move—N Y Times Mag. 


WAGES—Comparative—50 

A Russian worker must work 5 
hrs and 33 min’s to get enough 
money to buy the am’t of food 
that an American worker can get 
with just 1 hr’s pay. A Russian 
must work 254 min’s to buy a lb 
of average beef, which a U S 
worker can buy with 29 min’s pay. 
For a lb of bread, a Russian 
works 25 min’s, against 6 for a 
U S worker. A lb of wheat flour 
in Russia represents 52 min’s work, 
compared with 4 min’s work here. 
A lb of butter costs a Russian 542 
min’s of work, while an American 
can buy a lb of butter with 32 
min’s pay—U S News & World 
Report. 


WEALTH—51 
Wealth may not bring happiness, 
but it seems to bring a pleasant 


kind of misery. — Dublin (Eire) 
Opinion. 
YOUTH—52 


If age is strictly honest with 
youth it has to tell it things that 
are not altogether good for youth 
to take to heart. The experience 
of the yrs is largely made up of 
vanished dreams, deluded hopes 
and frustrated ambitions. But it 
is the very dreams, hopes and am- 
bitions of youth that accomplish 
so many things that age in its 
wisdom knows to be impossible. 
Where would the world be if wis- 
dom ruled youth and power rested 
in age?—THOs F WoopLock, Think- 
ing It Over. (McMullen) 





December 18 
1779—b Jos 
i 


Grimaldi, 


English panto- 
mimist 
1786—b Carl Von Weber, 


poser 
1787—N J ratified Constitution 
1835—b Lyman Abbott, American clergy- 


German com- 


man, author 

1856—b Sir Jos Thomson, English phys- 
icist, author 

1859—b Francis Thompson, English 
poet, author 

1861—b Edw A MacDowell, American 


composer 
1865—13th amendment abolished slavery 
1890—b Edwin H Armstrong, American 
engineer, inventor 
1948—Dutch troops invaded Indonesia 
December 19 


1777—Washington encamped at Valley 
Forge 
1821—b Mary A Livermore, American 


reformer 


1848—d ad Bronte, English poet, 
novelist 
1852—b Albert Michelson, Prussian- 


born American physicist 

1878—d Bayard Taylor, American journ- 
alist, translator 

December 20 

1590—d Ambroise Pare, French surgeon 

1803—U S took possession of Louisiana 
purchase 

1842—Fist bathtub in America inaugu- 


ate 
1868—b Harvey S Firestone, Sr, 


Amer- 
ican mfr 
December 21 
1375—d Giovanni Boccaccio, Italian 
storyteller, poet 
1620—Pilgrims landed at Plymouth, 
Mass 
1696—b Jas Oglethorpe, English gen’l 


founder of Ga 
> Rob’t Moffat, Scottish mission- 


ary 
wae a Disraeli, English states- 
1860— D "Teenstette Szold, American so0- 
cial worker 
1879—*b Josef V Stalin, 
mier 
December 22 
1847—b Heihachiro, Count Togo, Jap- 
anese adm, founder Japanese navy 
1869—b Edw Arlington Robinson, Amer- 
ican poet 
1880—d Geo Eliot, English author 
1885—*b Deems Taylor, American com- 


Russian pre- 


poser, author, critic 

1899—*d Dwight L Moody, American 
evangelist 

1921—d Henry Watterson, American 
journalist 


December 23 
1732—b Richard Arkwright, English in- 


ventor 

1804—b Chas A Sainte-Beuve, French 
literary critic, historian 

1805—b Jos Smith, American founder 


Mormon religion 
1862—b Connie Mack, American base- 
ball mgr 
December 24 


1524—d Vasco da Gama, Portugese 
navigator 

1809—b “Kit’’ Carson, American fron- 
tier: n 

1812—a Joel Barlow, American poet, 
politician 


1822—*b Matthew Arnold, English poet, 
literary critic 


1863—d Wm Makepeace Thackeray, 
English novelist 

1914—d John Muir, Scottish-born 
American naturalist 

*Indicates relevant mat’l in current 
issue. See items thus marked. 
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Nellie Tayloe Ross, grandmother 
of 5 and director of the Bureau of 
the Mint, is known for her warm, 
democratic nature. 

During a recent inspection of 
the Philadelphia Mint, a printer 
called her aside and cupped a 
greasy hand to her ear. “Madame 
Directress,” he whispered, “there 
is something I think you ought 
to know...” 

Instinctively she braced for a 
personal problem. She was right. 

“Madame Directress,” the printer 
cont’d, “your slip is showing.”— 
Pathfinder. a 

“ ” 

College boys like suits with 
stripes in them, ties with dots 
in them, and letters with 
checks in them.—Block’s Boost- 
er, hm, Wm H Block Co. 


a ” 
Someone described the “brave 
new world” being fashioned by 


Britain’s Socialist Gov’t as con- 
sisting of the following ingredi- 
ents: “Blue prints, red tape, white 
hopes, green legislators, and black 
despair.”—Denver Post. b 


“ ” 

A harried housewife, trying to 
get her last-min Christmas shop- 
ping done, was being hampered in 
her efforts by a husband who ob- 
viously had been celebrating too 
much. She marched said husband 
to a parking meter, opened his 
coat, buttoned him firmly around 
the stanchion, dropped in a nickel, 
and went off about her business. 


Quote Binders | 
Binders for the permanent | 
preservation of your copies of | 
QUOTE are again available. We I 
have obtained a sturdy, black, 
3-ring binder large enough to | 
hold a full yr’s issues (2 com- | 
plete vol’s). The backbone of j 
the binder, specially reinforced | 
with red synthetic leather, has | 
QuoTe stamped on it in gold. | 
An attractive addition to your | 
library shelves, the binders are | 
ideal also to accompany gift | 
subscriptions for friends. These | 
binders are offered, while our | 
stock lasts, at $1.25 each. | 

| 


p-------- 
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You Can Use 


I LAUGHED AT THIS ONE 
DeEEMs TAYLOR* 
Composer, Music Critic 

A young psychoanalyst com- 
plained to his superior that he 
was having difficulty with his 
patients. The veteran said, 
“Let’s assume I’m a patient be- 
ing interviewed by you for the 
lst time.” 

“Here’s the lst question,” be- 
gan the young analyst. “ “What 
is it that wears a skirt and 
from whose lips come pleas- 
ure?’” The veteran ans’d: “A 
Scot blowing his bagpipe.” 

“Right!” said the younger 
one. “Now, the next question 
is: ‘What has delightful curves, 
and at unexpected moments 
becomes uncontrollable?’” The 
veteran ans’d: “Bob Feller’s 
pitching.” 

“Correct,” said the younger 
one. “The final question: ‘What 
do you think of when 2 arms 
are slipped around your shoul- 
der?’” The veteran said prompt- 
ly, “Sid Luckman’s tackle.” 

“Right,” ans’d the young 
analyst dejectedly. “They’re all 
right. But you’d be amazed at 
the silly answers I keep get- 
ting.”"—Mag Digest. 


A little later, she came back, 
collected her uncomplaining spouse, 
and led him away—Toronto (Can- 
ada) Star. c 


This conversation was overheard 
in a stationer’s shop: 

“Have you no cards with some- 
thing to do with the Nativity?” 

“The what?” 

“The Nativity.” 

“Oh, I thought you wanted 
Christmas cards.”—Information. d 


A cynic is one who, when he 
smells flowers, looks around 
for the coffin—Catholic Digest. 


One of Barkley’s favorite po- 
litical anecdotes is the one about 
the young man in love who sought 
counsel from Dorothy Dix in a 


letter that went: 


“Dear Miss Dix: I am in love 
with a beautiful girl of fine charac- 
ter and I want to marry her. But 
there are some things in my back- 
ground I am ashamed of. She 
knows about my sister who is a 
prostitute, my brother who is in 
the penitentiary, and my uncle 
who is in the insane asylum. But 
she doesn’t know about my 2 
cousins who are Republicans. Should 
I tell her?”—Newsweek. e 

The man who asks a woman 
what she wants deserves all 
that’s coming to him. — ALEC 

WaucH, English Digest. (Lon- 

don) 


Neighbor Brown has a new car 
and is rather proud of it, now 
that some of its eccentricities are 
smoothed out. It seems the car 
had several unexplainable rattles 
and squeaks. All but 1 were tracked 
down and corrected. The mystery 
rattle was traced to a rear window 
and there hanging by a string 
from the inside of the framework 
was a small bottle. Inside the 
bottle was a note which read: 
“How long did it take you to locate 
this one?”—Christian Science Mon- 
itor. f 

“ ” 
Bachelor: The guy who buys 

a tie for himself the day aft- 

er Christmas. — Pipe Dreams, 

hm, Universal Concrete Pipe Co. 

“Can you describe your assail- 
ant?” asked a passerby, coming to 
the aid of a downed man. 

“Of course I can,” was the quick 
reply. “That’s why he hit me.”— 
Midwest Restaurant News, hm, 
Chicago Restaurant Ass’n. 4 


A joke current in Belgrade: A 
peasant nibbles hay near Tito’s 
villa. The leader passes, asks: 
“What’s the idea?” “Oh, Comrade 
Tito,” he whines, “I am so hun- 
gry.” Tito invites him to a belt- 
bending stew. The peasant figures: 
“If Tito serves lamb stew in a poor 
country, what might I get from 
such a powerful leader as Stalin?” 
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He hastens to Moscow, perches 
near the Kremlin, nibbles madly. 
Stalin passes, asks: “Why are you 
eating hay?” “Oh, Comrade Stalin, 
I am so hungry.” “Fool!” barks 
Stalin. “Save the hay for Winter— 
in the Fall eat grass.” — Frep 
Sparks, Memphis Commercial-Ap- 
peal. h 


Wife: A woman who braves 
wintry blasts in nylons, but who 
requires 73% of the bedclothes. 
—Conveyor, hm, Zinc Corp’n & 
New Broken Hill Consolidated. 
(Australia) 


I Santa’s Pack vd 
There 


is a certain frantic ; 
quality in the Christmas mail- | 
order gift catalogs that makes | 
wonderful reading. Free enter- | 
prise at its most imaginative | 
pitch, these efforts verge on | 
the terrifying at times. A few | 
examples: | 
Cocktail shaker in the guise | 
of a fire extinguisher. 1 
A savings bank that emits 1 | 
ball of bubble gum for each | 
penny deposited. I 
A dishwashing brush with a 
hollow handle to be filled with | 
soap powder and connected to i 
the hot-water faucet, the whole | 
entitled “The Soap Wand.” | 
A dummy steering wheel at- | 
tached to the instrument bd | 
of your car so that the chil- | 
dren can pretend to be driving. | 
A pliers-like contraption in- | 
tended to cut and serve cake. | 
A liqueur bottle made in the | 
likeness of a violin—Atlantic | 
Bulletin. ea 
= 


Man: A creature who buys 
football tickets 3 mo’s in ad- 
vance and waits until Christ- 
mas eve to do his gift shop- 
ping. — CAREY WILLIAMS, Pub- 
lishers Syndicate. 

Carlos P Romulo, pres of the 
UN Gen’l Assembly, is a friend 
of Thos J Watson, head of Inter- 
nat’l Business Machines. Mr Wat- 
son presented to the UN a lectern 
for use by UN speakers. It has 2 
clocks set into it—the 1st an ordi- 
nary time recorder; the 2nd, an 


Volume 18—Number 24 


unusual one which shows only the 
min’s and sec’s, and reveals to a 
speaker exactly how long he has 
been on the platform ... “After 
listening to some of the speeches,” 
Romulo told Watson, “you should’ve 
added a 3rd time recorder—a cal- 
endar.”—LEonarD Lyons, McNaught 
Syndicate. 


Two modern little girls coming 
from Sunday school were solemnly 
discussing the lesson. 

“Do you believe there is a devil?” 
asked one. 

“No,” repl’d the other promptly, 
“of course not. It’s just like Santa 
Claus—he’s your father.”,—Ray D 
Everson, Ind Farmers Guide. k 

We heard of a girl so used 
to having her own way that 
she writes her diary 3 wks in 
advance.—_Two Bells, hm, Ga 

Power Co. 


An old timer was talking to an 
auto dealer about a new car. Af- 
ter listening to the long list of 
accessories the dealer recommend- 
ed, the old gentleman stroked 
his chin. 

“They sound mighty fine,” he 
said at last. “But would there be 
room for all these things and the 
5 folk in the family?”—Roy A 
BRENNER, Townsend Natl Wkly. 1 

A specialist reports’ that 
smoking makes women’s voices 
harsh and shrill. Especially if 
you get ashes all over the 
carpet——Janitors Apprentice. 


Cab driver Ben Topal was hailed 
to a stop on Walnut St in Phila- 
delphia by a lady who asked him 
if he was busy. “Absolutely not,” 
he assured her. 

“Good,” she said. “I don’t want 
a taxi but I do need help snapping 
these pearls around my neck .. .” 
—EarL SE.By, Philadelphia Bulle- 
tin, m 


Bob Hope, radio and screen 
comedian, says he has discovered 
the secret of Notre Dame’s success. 

“They have 3 teams,” he ex- 
plains. “One for offense, one for 
defense, and one for television.” 
—Milwaukee Jnl Mag. n 





BEVERAGES: 


Liquid dispenser 
consists of plastic spout with stain- 
less-steel piercing prong. To use it, 
puncture tin with prong, give it 
a % turn, and there you have a 
plastic pourer with an air vent for 
dispensing juices, salad oils—in 
fact, any liquid in a can. (HILTON 
Ira JONES, Rotarian) 

CHRISTMAS—Tree: Table-size 
illuminated Christmas tree made 
from fireproof expanded aluminum 
foil is offered by Wis co. Tree 
stands 22 in’s high. (Financial Post, 
Canada) 

FOOD: “Chellie” is a synthetic 
cherry British chemists have made 
from seaweed gathered in Orkney 
Isles north of Britain. First ex- 
port orders to be used in fruit 
cakes, ice cream, cocktails and for 
other confectionery purposes are 
already being shipped te U S. 
(I N S) 

TIME: Enlarged image of watch 
dial can be thrown on bedroom 
ceiling with flip of switch within 
reach of occupant of bed. This 
is made possible by special pro- 
jector which will use any watch. 
(Science Service) 

WEATHER — Protection: New 
chemical product, appropriately 
named Melt, will clear ground of 
snow, thaw ice. Developed by 
Chem Industrial Co, it will clear 
ground of subsequently falling 
snow if used at beginning of storm. 
(Financial World) 

WINDOWS: Frosting for win- 
dows is paint that gives same effect 
as commercial ground glass, per- 
mitting clear light to enter but 
providing privacy even under ex- 
treme illumination. Applied by 
brush or spray, it dries quickly to 
furnish a washable finish. (Detroit 
Free Press) 
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Bedlam Out Of Bethlehem 

It is unbelievable that men could 
take a word like Bethlehem, so 
glorious and beautiful, and make 
out of it a synonym for confusion 
and disorder. Yet this is what has 
happened. St Mary of Bethlehem 
was founded as a hospital in Eng- 
land in 1247. Two centuries later 
it was turned into a hospital for 
the insane. The noise and confu- 
sion of that institution became 
known thruout the country. The 
original name, thru contraction 
and corruption, was changed to 
Bedlam. 

There is little in a name, and 
if there were no more here than 
the corruption of a word we would 
be unconcerned. In many ways we 
make bedlam out of Bethlehem. 
The Christmas season itself has 
become, not a time of quiet 


thought and meditation and spirit- 
ual joy, but one of worldly greed 


and noise. The frantic pushing 
thru mobs in last-min Christmas 
buying; the carousing on Christ- 
mas Eve; the inordinate eating and 
drinking on Christmas Day—these 
are not in concord with the mess- 
age of Christmas. We have made 
bedlam out of Bethlehem.—Pulpit. 


| Dec Twenty-Five 

| Down on the levee, near to 
j 70on, an ancient darkey used 
j £0 croon plantation songs, ex- 
| pecting that they’d drop lunch 
| money in his hat. 

| One day he’d sung all that 
| e knew, and, as the noontime 
| whistles blew, before he’d gath- 
| ered in a dime, someone said, 
| “Ah, it’s dinner time!” 

| “Yassah,” the darkey stam- 
| mered out, “it’s dinner time for 
you, no doubt; but ah ain’t got 
no money, see—so it’s just 12 
o’clock foh me!” 

There's really nothing more 
to say, for when to us it’s 
Christmas Day, we'll see that 
unto none alive it’s just Dec 
twenty-five!—Mrs ALBERT HALL, 
Sunshine Mag. 


A liner arrived at the inter- 
nat’l date line on the night of 
Dec 24. Next morning the pas- 
sengers found it was Dec 26. 
There was no Christmas Day. 

What if the misfortune were 
to happen to the whole world? 

| That by some misadventure, not 
| only the day, but all associated 
| with the incarnation, were by 
| some means to be annihilated? 
| That all the light and healing; 
| all the enlightenment and cul- 
| ture; all the moral uplift and re- 
| form; all the spiritual strength; 
| all the faith, hope, and love di- 
rectly traceable to Christ ... 
were to be lost?—R W Harpy, 
quoted in Treasury of the Chris- 
tian Faith, edited by STantey I 
Stuser & THOS CURTIS CLARK. 
(Ass’n Press) 


The Spirit of Christmas 


The original Christmas was born 
of primitive fear. The fear of the 
growing darkness and the short- 
ening days produced the rite of 
kindled fires, and the fear of win- 
ter the cult of the evergreen tree. 
Since then, Christmas has been 
wrapped up in one layer after an- 
other of an advancing civilization. 
Christianity came with its lovely 
serene story of a divine child and 
a virgin mother; the Middle Ages 
brought the carols and then came 
the presents, the roast fowls, the 
mince pies and the plum puddings. 
Our present form of Christmas, 
with its Santa Claus, its Christmas 
tree, and its exchange of cards, is 
a 19th century invention. 

Yet in this urban middle-class 
Christmas something of the old 
panic recurs. There is unmistak- 
able panic in the advertisers’ des- 
perate appeals of “only so many 
shopping days left,” with its lurk- 
ing threat that only if enough 
people spend enough money will 
this dollar civilization be able to 
stagger once more around the 
calendar. There is, if not panic, 
at any rate compulsion, in the 
popular response to this appeal, 
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in the set faces of the women 
checking items off a list... 

What is the thoughtful observer 
to make of all this? Apart from 
the children, is it not the frivolous 
who enjoy Christmas, or pretend 
to enjoy it? Who else would find 
any real release in an orgy of 
synthetic gaiety as this dreadful 
century lurches to its half-way 
mark? Surely one is not a sour- 
faced Puritan if one feels, after 
listening to the radio reports of 
the cheering crowds in Times Sq: 
“There is nothing here that re- 
minds me of the birth of Christ; 
there is much that reminds me of 
Belshazzar of Babylon, who feasted 
while his city was in flames, and 
who could not read the writing on 
the wall.” ... 

As Dickens shows us, the ghost 
of Christmas past brings us only 
regret for the past, and the ghost 
of Christmas future brings us only 
terror of the future. But he also 
shows us that one of the surest 
ways of making the possible night- 
mare in the future come true is 
to fail to know and appreciate 
better the spirit of Christmas pres- 
ent.—Canadian Forum. (Toronto) 
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